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Journal Publishing Business Models 

• Toll-access (TA)  

• Subscription-based model 
(Traditional model) 

• Reader-side                
subscription fees 

• Print & Online  

• Color page charges               
/ No page charges 

• Copyright (the rights 
belong to the publishers) 

 

 

 

• Open-access (OA) 

• Author-side payment 
model  

• Author-side fees                
/ No fees 

• Online only 

• Article processing 
charges (APC) $200 - $4,000  

• Creative commons 
license (no exclusive 
rights) 

 



What is  
open-access journal ? 

• Journals that use a business model that does 
not charge readers or their institutions for 
access. 

 

• All readers have the right to read, download, 
copy, distribute, print, search, or link to the          
full-text articles. 

 

 

Freely available online 

http://www.plos.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Open-Access-logo.png


Creative Commons  
Attribution (CC-BY) License 

• CC-BY license allows users and readers to 
download, read, re-use, re-distribute, and 
create derivative works (e.g. teaching materials) 
freely, as long as they acknowledge the original 
article. 

 
• You are free to share and adapt for any purpose, 

even commercially.  

 

CC-BY 4.0 International  



Open Access (OA) Types 

Provided by OA publishers 

• Gold OA : immediate OA to all articles / full open access 
without delay. 

Provided by some traditional publishers 

• Hybrid OA : subscription journals make some articles OA 
for a fee. 

• Delayed OA : free after embargo period 6-12 months.  

Provided through institutional repositories (IR)  or deposited by the 
author  

• Green OA : permitted self-archiving of articles for free 
public use  



Traditional journal publishers 

Founded 1880 

John Wiley & Sons, 1807 

Philosophical Transactions  

of the Royal Society, 1665  

The Royal Society of London 

(349 years ago) 

(207 years ago) 

(134 years ago) 

Taylor & Francis, 1852  

(162 years ago) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Elsevier.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Wiley_logo.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Taylor_and_Francis_logo,_(The_Ibis,_1900).jpg


Gold OA publishers 

Randy Schekman,  
eLife Editor-inChief, 
shares 2013 Nobel Prize 

http://www.chemistrycentral.com/


Mixed OA (Gold, Hybrid, Delayed, Green) 
& Free Site 

http://www.tandfonline.com/


OA Journal Quantity 



The development of open access publishing 1993–2009. 

Laakso M, Welling P, Bukvova H, Nyman L, et al. (2011) The Development of Open Access Journal 

Publishing from 1993 to 2009. PLoS ONE 6(6): e20961. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0020961 



The Rise of Open Access : Science 4 October 2013: 58-59. 
http://www.sciencemag.org/site/special/scicomm/infographic.jpg 



• UK’s Research Councils Policy (RCUK) supports both ‘Gold’ 

and ‘Green’ routes to Open Access 

• EU Research Framework Programmes (Horizon 2020) 

support both 'Gold open access' and 'Green open access‘ 

• US’s White House Office of Science and Technology 
Policy (OSTP) expanded public access to the results of 
taxpayer-funded research. 

 

Citizens deserve easy access to the results of scientific research their 
tax dollars have paid for. 

 

 

OA Policies from Research Funders  



http://www.doaj.org Lund University Library 

Directory of Open Access Journals is a service that indexes and provides access to 
quality-controlled Open Access Journals and their articles. The journal must exercise 
peer-review or editorial quality control to be included. 



OA Journal Quality 



• Quality of editors, editorial boards, and referees. 

• Quality of editorial process and peer-review 
system. 

• The journal should be published by acceptable 
publishers with positive reputation.  

• The journal’s publisher should not be listed on 
Beall's list of predatory OA publishers. 

 

Quality Evaluation of OA Journals 



• The journal’s publisher should be a member of 
the Open Access Scholarly Publishers 
Association (OASPA) and strictly follow its code 
of conduct.  

 

• The Journal should be indexed in Web of Science 
(Thomson) and/or Scopus (Elsevier) and/or other 
reliable academic databases. 

 

Quality Evaluation of OA Journals 



• Web of Science : 

• over 12,000 of high impact peer-
reviewed journals (including approx.  
864 open access journals) 

 

• SCOPUS :  

• 21,000 titles from more than                   
5,000 international publishers 

• 20,000 peer-reviewed journals                      
(including 2,600 open access journals) 

 

There are approximately 25,000 peer-
reviewed journals published worldwide. 



• The Journal is indexed in 
Web of Science database 

 

• The journal is ranked in 
Journal Citation Report 
(JCR) database 

 

• The journal is ranked by 
the citation-based metric 
called Journal Impact 
Factor (IF) 

• The Journal is indexed in 
Scopus database 

 

• The journal is ranked in 
SCImago Journal Rank 
(SJR) database 

 

• The journal is ranked by 
the Citation-based 
metrics called SJR & SNIP 

 

 



Web of Science          http://isiknowledge.com/wos  

http://isiknowledge.com/wos
http://isiknowledge.com/wos
http://isiknowledge.com/wos


Journal Citation Reports     http://isiknowledge.com/jcr  

http://isiknowledge.com/jcr


Thomson Master Journal List         http://ip-science.thomsonreuters.com/mjl/     

http://ip-science.thomsonreuters.com/mjl/
http://ip-science.thomsonreuters.com/mjl/
http://ip-science.thomsonreuters.com/mjl/
http://ip-science.thomsonreuters.com/mjl/
http://ip-science.thomsonreuters.com/mjl/


Scopus   http://www.scopus.com 



SCImago    http://www.scimagojr.com 



New trends of OA Journal evaluation 

Peer Review 
(single-blind / double-blind) 

Open Peer Review  
(comments) 
- Pre-publication 
- Post-publication 

Citation-based  
Metrics 
(Impact Factor, SJR) 

Article-level Metrics 
(Page views, PDF download) 

Alternative Metrics  
/ Almetrics (Star rating,  
Bookmarks, Sharing) 

Viewed, Cited, Saved, Discussed, Recommended 





Some questionable OA journal 
publishers take advantage of 

the author-side payment 
model. 

The more the journals publish, the more money they make. 



http://scholarlyoa.com 



List of Predatory Publishers 2014 

By Jeffrey Beall 

Released January 2, 2014 



Some predatory open-access publishers  

 

http://scholarlyoa.files.wordpress.com/2013/11/institute-of-doctors-engineers-and-scientists.jpg
http://scholarlyoa.files.wordpress.com/2013/10/open-science.jpg
http://scholarlyoa.files.wordpress.com/2013/09/bell-press-1.jpg
http://scholarlyoa.files.wordpress.com/2013/07/sao.jpg
http://scholarlyoa.files.wordpress.com/2013/06/international-journal-network.jpg
http://www.omicsonline.org/




http://www.stm-assoc.org 



http://publicationethics.org 



http://oaspa.org 



http://www.oaspa-asia-conference.com 



http://chronicle.com/


Conclusion : 

• Journal publishing business models in the internet era 
has shifted from traditional (subscription-based) to 
open access (author-side payment) model.  

 

• In term of quantity, scientific publishing has been 
accelerating and moving to open access with a rapid 
growth rate. 

 

• The model of publishing should not affect quality of 
publication if OA journals and traditional journals can 
maintain a good standard of editorial process and peer-
review system. 

 



• Authors should publish their articles in journals that are 
indexed in Web of Science (Thomson) and/or Scopus 
(Elsevier) and/or other reliable academic databases.  

 

• The journals of choice should also belong to acceptable 
publishers with positive reputation. The journal’s 
publishers should not be listed on Beall's list of 
predatory OA publishers.  

 

• The journal’s publisher should be a member of the 
Open Access Scholarly Publishers Association (OASPA) 
and strictly follow its code of conduct. 

 



Thank you for your 
kind attention ! 


